IMPRINTING ON HUMANS IN SELECTED ANIMAL SPECIES

Summary

The paper presents the phenomenon of imprint-
ing, a specific form of learning present in some ani-
mal species which usually results in acceptance and
preference of a particular object. The characteristics
of imprinting include temporal limitation and irre-
versibility. Various examples of imprinting include
filial imprinting, resulting in following the object,
and sexual imprinting, resulting in preference of an-

imals of selected species as sexual partners. The pa-
per provides selected examples of aberrant imprint-
ing, in which a human being becomes the object of
imprinting instead of an animal of the same species.
The issue is reviewed with regards to animal domes-
tication, breeding and reintroduction of endangered
species.



