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kularnym podłożem interakcji między rośli-
nożercami i ich roślinami żywicielskimi.

one nowe pytania i wątpliwości, co indukuje 
dalszy, dynamiczny rozwój badań nad mole-

Nitrogen compounds in interactions between plants and herbivorous insects

Summary

The review is focused on role of nitrogenous 
plant compounds in chemical interactions between 
herbivorous insects and their host–plants. Nitrogen 
is an important factor that limits nutritive value of 
host plants for herbivores, since animal tissues con-
tain its higher concentration. Especially important 
are such nitrogenous primary metabolites as amino 
acids, amides, proteins and some vitamins. On the 
other hand, many plants also synthesize nitrogenous 
secondary metabolites, i.e. non–protein amino acids, 
amines, alkaloids, cyanogenic glycosides, hydroxamic 
acids and glucosinolates, that may act as repellents, 
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