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OśrOdek kielecki

Zaczątkiem tego ośrodka zoologicznego 
był Zakład Biologii Ogólnej i Zoologii insty-
tutu Biologii na Wydz. Mat. -Przyr. Wyższej 
Szkoły Pedagogicznej w kielcach. W ostat-
nich latach uczelnia ta — już jako Akademia 
świętokrzyska — została wzmocniona kadro-
wo i znacznie rozszerzyła swoją działalność 
badawczą, także w dziedzinie faunistyki re-
gionalnej. 

OśrOdek rZeSZOWSki

Pierwsze placówki zatrudniające zoolo-
gów rozpoczęły działalność w rzeszowie w 
filiach dwu uczelni krakowskich: UJ i Ar. W 
wyniku fuzji tychże powstał tam Uniwersytet 
rzeszowski, a zoologowie pracują obecnie 
w instytucie Biologii i Ochrony środowiska 
Wydz. Mat. -Przyr. oraz w Zakładzie Przyrod-
niczych podstaw Produkcji rolnej Wydziału 
ekonomii.

NOteS ON the hiStOry Of ZOOlOgy iN POlANd

Summary

As the turning point in the history of zoology 
the author regards the date of publishing the 10th 
edition of Systema Naturae by carolus linnaeus. the 
pre-linnaeus zoology in Poland is discussed in three 
stages. the first mentions of the local fauna can be 
found in medieval chronicles and in the lists of med-
icaments (herbaria) dated to the period between the 
11th and 15th century. Over the next two centuries 
elements of zoology were most common in physi-
ographic and philosophical studies, for example 
in translations of Aristotle’s works. from the same 
period of time come also the first strict zoologi-
cal works by M. cygański (1584), k. Schwenckfeld 
(1603) and J. Jonston (1650–1657). the third stage 
of that period took place in the first half of the 18th 
century, and the main center of zoology was at that 
time gdańsk with many outstanding naturalists (in-
cluding J. f. Breyne, J. t. klein) with whom cooper-
ated a Jesuit-physiograph g. rzączyński.

Zoology based on linnaeus starts with P. 
czenpiński who in 1778 defended the first Phd zoo-
logical dissertation in Poland. Shortly afterward was 
published the first Polish zoology manual written by 
priest k. kluk (1779–1780).

in the first decades of the Partitions of Poland 
(up to 1840) zoology centers were in Warszawa, 
Wilno and krzemieniec (russian empire), in kraków 
and lwów (Austrian empire) and in Wrocław and 
Szczecin (kingdom of Prussia). the most notable zo-
ologists in the discussed area at that time included 
f. P. Jarocki and A. Waga in Warszawa, l. h. Bojanus, 
S. B. gorski and k. tyzenhauz in Wilno, W. Besser 
and A. Andrzejowski in krzemieniec, and l. graven-
horst in Wrocław. in the second half of the parti-

tion period (1865–1918) on the area incorporated 
into the russian empire zoology was studied only in 
Warszawa (W. taczanowski and A. Waga) and Puławy. 
After a period of germanization on the area incorpo-
rated into the Austro-hungarian empire, universities 
in kraków and lwów were re-polonized; most nota-
ble zoologists in those centers were M. Siła-Nowicki, 
W. kulczyński and B. dybowski (after coming back 
from exile in Siberia) and J. Nusbaum-hilarowicz.

When Poland regained independence in 1918 
and the whole territory was united, five main zo-
ology centers were formed in Warszawa, Wilno, 
lwów, kraków and Poznań, and this situation lasted 
until the beginning of World War ii in 1939. the 
most famous zoologists from that period include 
W. Poliński, r. kuntze, Z. Mokrzecki, M. Siedlecki, 
J. Stach, h. hoyer jun., J. hirschler, A. Jakubski and 
J. grochmalicki. in 1945, when borders of Poland 
were changed, the first few zoology centers were 
connected with the universities — in lublin in the 
east, kraków and Wrocław in the south, Warszawa 
and Łódź in central Poland, Poznań in the west, and 
toruń and gdańsk in Pomerania.

Structural changes took place after founding the 
Polish Academy of Sciences in 1952 and soon after 
that emerged new zoology centers, among them 
Olsztyn, Białystok, Szczecin, katowice, Opole and 
rzeszów. Zoology is studied not only at universi-
ties, but also at some agriculture or pedagogic acad-
emies in the biggest cities, and in specialized insti-
tutes of the Polish Academy of Sciences — mainly in 
Warszawa and kraków. evaluation of the last period 
of Polish zoology requires separate studies.
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