
THE EFFECT OF PASSIVE SMOKING ON THE HEALTH OF NONSMOKERS

S u m m a r y

Large segments of the population are expo-

sed to environmental tobacco smoke (ETS),

which is a risk factor for lung cancer and heart,

circulatory and respiration diseases. Recently

ETS was classified as an A carcinogen. Maternal

smoking during pregnancy has been shown to

be associated with pregnancy complications

and deficits in the growth and development of

the offspring. The effects of maternal smoking

are not limited to the fetal period. It has been

shown that in children passively exposed to

smoking there is an increased risk of respirato-

ry infections, asthma, middle ear effusion and

psychological and behavioral problems. Epide-

miological studies demonstrated that passive

smoking increased the risk of lung and breast

cancer in nonsmokers.


